Class Descriptions
Laurie Alsobrook
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              A Trip to the Emerald Isle - Get ready for a few Irish tunes to add to your repertoire. From ancient to recent, you'll find these melodies range from sublime to ridiculous! Take a trip with me to the Emerald Isle from our Mt. Dora classroom. 
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
             Strum Camp! - This workshop will give you tools for happy strumming and tunes selected to help drive your right hand. Half of our time will be devoted to strumming in 4/4 time and the remainder will focus on 3/4 (waltz) time. 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Mardi Gras! - Let's learn a few classic Cajun numbers to usher in a season of Mardi Gras! A couple of waltzes and a two-step will help you "Laissez les bons temps rouler!" 
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
Chord Camp! - Let's play easy chords, listening for changes as we strum along with familiar songs that only use two or three chords. This fun class will help you get the feel of moving between easy chords, plus lots of practice strumming them.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              “If You Can Sing It, You Can Play It! – Let your fingers do the walking as you play easy versions of songs you already know. Like the paint-by-number kit of my childhood, these tunes will be presented in “play-by-number style” – very easy to read, very easy to follow along. The tuning for this class is DAA, however, playing on the middle string DAD works perfectly well.





Pam Bowman
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
              Let's Swing It! - "In the Mood." Swing, syncopation & fun are 3 top describers for this jiving song from the 30's! An arrangement with rhythmic hammer patterns, a few 'bluesy" patterns and areas in the music for changing it up (varying the melody line) as we progress from the jazzy intro-to the end. 
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
             First "Strings" First - Within this class we will touch on the important "First" considerations when learning the Hammered Dulcimer-hammer hold, getting a good "bounce"-hammer patterns, developing muscle memory-markers, patterns (and more) all while learning a tune-or 3! 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Fun Songs and Phrases that Teach Your Hands Muscle Memory! - Hand exercise to gain small muscle memory is an important part of ANY musician's learning and practicing. In this class we'll PULL segments (musical phrases) directly out of well loved "Jam Tunes"- to utilize these phrases as exercises for your hands! So... you'll be conditioning/training your hands with specific hand coordination exercise- AND learning parts of certain tunes! (Complete sheet music of 3 tunes from which segments will be used, will be provided, including my unique Hammered Dulcimer TAB.)
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
Beginner "Jam Tunes" - Here are 2 old timey tunes that you will come upon at many jam sessions! "Old Joe Clark" and "Will the Circle Be Unbroken" will be our learning focus during this session. Come and learn how to hammer out these classics, and if time allows, learn how to put a little pizazz to them (just a touch). My TAB for hammered dulcimer will be included!
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
Hammered Hymns II - "Fairest Lord Jesus" A beautiful, old, majestic hymn from the 1600's! In this arrangement we will learn/use rolled chords, chord embellishments, doubles (harmony), and just a hint of droning. Learning embellishments within the song structure AND in 2 keys- on the Hammered Dulcimer!


Marie Cashion
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3N Fiddle
             Let's Fiddle Around - Always wondered about fiddle playing but never had the chance to give it a try? Just starting out and need some help along the way? This is the class for you. Fiddle basics including bowing, string choices, bridge modifications, and playing techniques will be covered. All levels welcome. A few "loaner" fiddles will be available for class use. 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4N Fiddle
              You do WHAT to the strings?? - An introduction to cross tuning in the key of D. Why, how and when to tune your G string up a note. Explore the difference between playing in standard tuning and cross tuning. Play some old favorites and some new ones in cross tune D. All levels of skill are welcome. A few "loaner" fiddles will be available for class use.  
Mike Clemmer
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2N Banjammer
              Upping the Banjammer - Achieving true banjo sounds and styles. 
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
             Beyond Beginner! - Playing smoother with more confidence.
Chris Collins
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              Developing a Good Strum! - The strum is what establishes the timing and rhythm of a tune. People tend to focus, especially in the beginning, on the notes, but notes are just random tones without the structure provided by the rhythm. 
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
             Establishing Good Timing and Understanding Dynamics and How to use them to enhance your playing - The HD is a percussion instrument, so it is important to develop and maintain good timing and know where to emphasize the notes. I will be using some simple drills and simple melodies. 


Chris Collins cont.
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
              The Whys and How's of Jamming-Jamming is the very best way to develop your ear for music. You don't have to know a single tune, besides it's just fun! 
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
Introduction to Chords and How to Use Them - Chords enhance the melody, and you don't have to know the melody to play along. They can be used to embellish a tune or to back up a singer.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Festival Round Up! - Clarifying what you learned & how to proceed. Are you confused about anything? Tips and Tricks for effective practice techniques.
Joe Collins
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1E Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Classic Hymns for the Mountain Dulcimer Vol. 4 - This is a repertoire workshop of some old hymns like "The Old Ship of Zion", and "Heavenly Armor" from the shaped note tradition along with better known classics like "Lord, I'm Coming Home" and others. These can really add to your repertoire to use at church, nursing homes, or wherever you are called to play!
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
             Lullabies from Around the World Vol. 1 - Want to put a small child to sleep? These lullabies may be just what you need! Appropriate for parents, grandparents, and older siblings to learn. The tunes can also be used to help anyone chill out and relax.
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Irish Waltzes Vol. 2 - A repertoire workshop of easy-going waltzes from the Irish tradition. Includes "Rose Allendale", "The Galway Shawl", and two other beautiful waltz tunes.  



Joe Collins cont.
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
Advanced Strumming Vol. 1 - Work on chops that will open possibilities in your playing. Playing the dulcimer is not always about picking out the melody; it's also about effective strumming. In addition to learning some great percussive patterns, you will apply them to songs like "Proud Mary", "Hand Jive", and "Sloop John B".
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              It Takes Two to Waltz Vol. 7 - Play a beautiful tune entitled "Once Upon a Starry Evening" inspired by Van Gogh's painting. Play it as either a solo or duet. You will also receive a high definition mp3 file of the accompaniment track that you can play along with or use in your own performance of the piece.
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              Hornpipe Primer - Hornpipes are "bouncy" dance tunes thought to have originated with sailors on the high seas. You will use the basic techniques to capture that wonderful, bouncy rhythm in songs to help you get your musical sea legs, including "The Boys of Ballycastle", "Mrs. Wilson's Hornpipe", and "The Admiral".
Linda Weber Collins
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Get a Solid Start! - Start as you mean to go on! Choose fingering that makes playing easy. Play "handful of notes", using your best fingers. Plan for chords from the first day. Develop a consistent good tone. You'll be off and running! 
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
             Chords Made Easy! - Playing chords by shape and using proper fingering are two key elements on making chord playing easy. Using chords makes dulcimers more welcome in jams of mixed instruments. Chords also allow us to play along even when we don't know the tune. Most jam tunes have only 2 or 3!
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
              Play with Comfort and Avoid Injury! - How can we minimize the effects of repetitive motions in making music? Consider how the body was designed to move. Play with good ergonomics to stay comfortable, injury-free, and able to play for years to come. Have a strap handy. Essential knowledge.
Carol Crocker
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              This is the Way We Strum Along. - Just starting out on the mountain dulcimer? Let's learn about what our right hand does strumming out and in as we begin playing the mountain dulcimer. We will focus on basic strumming patterns as we learn to play a few easy traditional tunes. Reading tab and a few righ-hand fretting tips will also be included to take your playing from beginner to beyond.
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
             A Capo? Using a Capo and Changing Keys. - Using a capo can be a bit intimidating for some. But using it with your mountain dulcimer can expand your ability to go beyond the key of D. We will explore playing a tune in E minor, G and A by placing a capo at different frets, as well as how you place it on your instrument. Yes, you will need a capo.
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
My Left Hand Does What? - Just starting out on the mountain dulcimer or want to brush up on basic fretting skills? This is the class for you. Let's learn tips to help with what to do with your left, fretting hand as we begin playing the mountain dulcimer.
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Traditional Love Songs of the Appalachian Mountains. - February is often the month we often think about love. What better time to come learn traditional love songs of the mountains, including the Carter tune "The Storms are on the Ocean". These songs are arranged for the novice player in D-A-D, but we will try one in the traditional mountain minor tuning of D-A-C. Have your tuner on hand. Our hearts will be filled with stories of love. 
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Give Me That Old Time Religion. - Come learn some traditional old time gospel tunes including "Old Time Religion". For this class we will learn to play easy arrangements of familiar gospel and spiritual tunes chord melody and traditional strumming styles.



Jeff Furman
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Improving Your Right Hand - This class will focus on building a solid foundation for your right hand! We will emphasize techniques for getting good tone, smooth, and steady strumming and adding some individual notes with flatpicking. By enhancing these basic fundamentals, you will greatly improve the sound and rhythm of anything you play!
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
             Using Celtics Airs to Enhance Your Playing and Your Expression! - We know you can play! In addition to learning some great new tunes, this class will use some beautiful Celtic Airs to help you get more personal expression when you play. We will cover chord variations, adding or deleting notes, fingering, using rhythms, and more to help you put more expression into your music! Please bring a CAPO!
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              Making A Tune "Your Version" - At your level, I know you can play very well. And I also know that we all want to continue to grow in our music! So, to help you with that growth, I have a number of "new" tunes to share with you. In this class we'll explore how to play them, and then how to make them "yours"! This will involve not only using your left- and right-hand techniques, but also your ears and your heart to add to your personal expression. And we'll all learn from each other! Please bring a CAPO!
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
Learning Some Great Old-Time Tunes Not Commonly Played in Dulcimer Circles....YET! - There are a number of great Old-Time tunes that I have not seen or heard played in dulcimer circles. Well, that needs to change! In this workshop, not only will you learn some great new tunes, but we'll also focus on rhythms, melody and variation in sound, and more to really get that Old-Time feeling and sound. And you'll be welcome to share these tunes with folks wherever you live or go! Please bring a CAPO! 




Jeff Furman cont.
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Improving Your Left Hand - On Friday we worked on improving your right hand, this class will focus on techniques and tips for using your left hand efficiently and smoothly. We will work on techniques for getting clean notes, adding variation with how we get those notes (hammer-on's and pull off's, slides, etc.) fingering for efficiency and smooth transitions, and more. If you have questions or problems with your left hand, bring them to class and we'll get them answered and fixed. 
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Putting It All Together! - We've covered the right hand and the left hand so far. We've also talked about using our ears and hearing how what we are playing sounds. Now it's time to put it all together! We'll apply what you've learned the past few days to some great tunes! And we'll also be sure to leave enough time to answer any lingering questions you may have.
Bing Futch
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1N Chromatic Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Chromatic Dulcimer 101 - More and more people are taking up the chromatic mountain dulcimer and for good reason! It allows you to freely explore the wide world of music without leaving out notes or "cheating" chords. It's also not as hard as you may think. We'll work out of DAD tuning and get right into playing with chord shapes, scales, and basic tricks to help familiarize yourself with the fretboard, take any piece of music and perform it! 
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2D Mountain Dulcimer Beginner Intermediate
             How to Create Complementary Strums for the Tunes You Play. - Every tune that we play has its own rhythmic fingerprint that gives it a unique musical identity. Learn how to recognize and match this rhythm to create strums that support, propel, and energize the song. I'll show you what to listen for, where songs need the most assistance, and how to make what you hear in your head comes out through your strum. We'll play through a variety of tunes to try out our tricks! 



Bing Futch cont.
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3D Mountain Dulcimer Beginner Intermediate
             A Simple Way to Play D, G, and A: Mountain Dulcimer Magic! - Bring your capo and learn a sweet trick what will get you to play hundreds of tunes easily in three different keys! Then, once we practice using familiar tunes, we discover the source of the magic using scales to figure out options for melody and harmony. 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              Embellishments: Powerful Tools for Your Musical Toolkit. - Once you learn to play a song on the mountain dulcimer, the next step is to play it with feeling and expression. Here, we learn to use several techniques called "embellishments" that add a little spiciness to our musical stew. We begin with simple slides and vibrato, giving the instrument and more "human" voice, then explore hammer-ons and pull-offs, bends and bass lines, and a quick look at creating intros and outros on the fly.  
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
Mountain Dulcimer Delta Blues! - 2016 International Blues Challenge Finalist Bing Futch offers up this fun and fascinating class on playing authentic Mississippi Delta Blues on the mountain dulcimer. Three chords and heartbeat rhythms lead to us adding layer upon layer of new elements, all while strumming and playing the blues! Bing won the "Best Guitarist!" award in the solo-duo category at the International Blues Challenge while playing the mountain dulcimer!
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Create Arrangements Using Only a Melody - Whether you're writing a song or creating an arrangement of a tune, everything you need to know is right there in the melody itself. This workshop demonstrates how to take a melody and figure out essential info like ley signature, time signature, backing chords, and overall rhythmic feel. Learn how to read and create lead sheets, discover visual patterns to help guide the tune, and add a little extra spice to pull it all together!




Guy George
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1M Penny Whistle
              Beginning Penny Whistle Take It from the Top! - Learn this fun and easy to carry instrument in an hour and be playing in 2 keys! Refresh your skills if it's been a while or if you just want to warm up for the weekend! A "D" whistle is needed for this class. 
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3M Penny Whistle
             Easy Gospel Tunes for Penny Whistle - Beyond Beginner Level. After you've taken the beginning class, you'll be ready to learn a few easy tunes in dulcimer and pennywhistle friendly keys! Be ready to join your church or dulcimer group on the Penny Whistle!
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5M Pennywhistle w/ Ukulele 
              Playing with Style for Penny Whistle & Uke. - Make your favorite songs take on a new life by adding some simple embellishments. We'll learn some great tunes and practice with ukuleles to hear our embellishments with accompaniment. "D" penny whistle needed for this workshop. 
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7M Penny Whistle
Guy's "Crazy" Penny Whistle! - Intermediate Level: You're Gonna Love It!
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9M Penny Whistle
              Irish Tunes and Ornaments on Penny Whistle - Intermediate Level. Start adding ornamentation while learning some new tunes and discover the ways and reasons we can add them! You'll get tips to add ornamentation to your own repertoire as well! "D" penny whistle needed for this workshop.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10M Pennywhistle
              Ukes and Penny Whistle Unite! Take your Whistle or Uke to the Jam! - Learn more than just the melody on some familiar and some "not so familiar" jam tunes. Feel comfortable playing the penny whistle and learn how to blend in with dulcimers and other instruments.




Sharrie George
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2L Ukulele
              Meet the Ukulele! - Have fun learning how to play the ukulele! You'll get all the basics; learn how to hold and tune your instrument, how to play basic chords and strums, and how to play some fun, easy tunes! Music with chord pictures and strum suggestions will be provided with each tune. This workshop is for soprano, concert, and tenor ukulele with G-C-E-A tuning. 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4L Ukulele
             Fingerpicking on Ukulele (Intermediate Level) - Learn to read tablature, then we'll find some easy fingerpicking patterns to play instead of strumming on your ukulele to change up your sound. Fingerpicking basics, and some patterns will be taught using some easy chord progressions and a tune or two. Everything will be tabbed for future reference.
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5L Ukulele w/ Penny Whistle
              Playing with Style for Penny Whistle and Ukulele - Add chords and strums and practice more of both techniques as you add some great tunes to your repertoire. Play with penny whistles for group practice. Fun way to end the day! This workshop is for soprano, concert, and tenor ukuleles with G-C-E-A.
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6L Ukulele
Listen to the Rythm of the Ukulele (Level 2) - Get practice tips, strum technique, and learn more chords and tunes as we grasp the idea of being the "Rhythm Section" of the Band (or Solo Player). The most important part of playing is being able to feel the beat and we'll break it all down to keep it simple and fun! This workshop is for soprano, concert, and tenor ukuleles with G-C-E-A tuning.
Saturday1:00-2:15 Session 8L Ukulele
              Travis Picking with Melody - Intermediate/Advanced. Once you learn a fingerpicking pattern, you can vary the pattern, creating a whole different sound. Travis picking is a form of fingerpicking that offers and "alternating bass", and with ukuleles we can get that effect even with only 4 strings! We'll learn patterns and add some easy melody lines in between to get the feel for "chord-melody" later on. Tablature reading is required for this class. All ukes welcome!
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10L Ukulele w/ Penny Whistle
                Ukes & Penny Whistle Unite! - Play rhythm with chords and strums in new keys and play melody & harmony as we learn and practice some great tunes.
Dave Haas
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              Hornpipes, Jigs, and Reels, Oh My! - Add some wonderful tunes to your Celtic repertoire. Learn left- and right-hand techniques that facilitate smooth play and drive the tempo of the tune. Bring your four-leaf clover and a smile. No Blarney! DAD
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
             Slow: Simple Playing for a Frantic World. - Find the peaceful side of the dulcimer. Learn to play beautiful melodies by plucking the notes individually (arpeggios). Explore where to place your right hand to maximize accuracy, volume, and clarity. Learn how to accompany others playing slow tunes. DAD 
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Slow is the Way to Go! - You can play slow arpeggios- but you want to play smoother. Discover where to place your right hand to improve accuracy, clarity, and volume. Explore fingerings which allow formation of chords and transitions between chord shapes. Learn to provide chordal accompaniment for yourself or others who are playing or singing slow songs. DAD
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
Don't Let the Fiddle Steal the Show! - Improve your playing of fiddle tunes and faster songs. Learn left- and right-hand techniques to facilitate smooth playing. Learn how to add variation by moving the melody to the bass and octave regions of the dulcimer. Improve your backup technique by playing chords in multiple positions and putting a "chop" into your strum. A capo and smile are required! DAD
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              Seven Habits of Highly Effective Dulcimer Players! - Playing melodies in multiple positions, arranging a favorite tune, adventures in harmonics, and much more! You will be glad you took this workshop. DAD
Anne Lough
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
              Folk Hymns from the Shaped Note Tradition. - Powerful expressions from our rural congregational singing heritage, singing schools, and camp meeting revivals, these tunes are expressed so beautifully on the mountain dulcimer. 
Anne Lough cont.
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
             Shetland Reel Medley - Get your hammers flying and toes tapping with two lively session tunes so well suited for the hammered dulcimer. We will look at options for mapping melodies in the most efficient and compact patterns, taking into consideration unison notes. You will also enjoy some fun rhythmic syncopation and accent. 
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              Continuing the Journey - Now that you can play a tune or two, let's approach a couple of new tunes focusing on refining some basic techniques and skills. Get more comfortable with strumming and become aware of the value of effective finger placement. 
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7K Autoharp
Tunes from America's Folk Poets - Travel back to the Dustbowl days and the Antebellum South as we enjoy playing and singing tunes from Stephen Foster, Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger and others.
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
A Chording We Will Go - Begin to understand and practice the use of basic two and three finger chords for embellishment, playing chord melody and enhancing the enjoyment of jam sessions. Get a step ahead, be understanding how chords relate to the notes of the scale.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
            Firming the Foundation - Start refining and enhancing basic skills and techniques to increase the ease and enjoyment of playing this lovely instrument. We'll focus on efficient melody mapping, "tuning" up the ear, hammer technique and patterns, and helpful ideas for productive practice.
Brenda Mangan
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1J Bowed Psaltery
              Let's Get Started - Just got a bowed psaltery? Just curious? Want to get a better start than you've got now? Join me for this beginner class! We'll cover so much to get you well started on your bowed psaltery journey, learning a few easy songs and drills as we cover bowing techniques that will give you a smooth sound and make playing your bowed psaltery a joy.
Brenda Mangan cont.
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2J Bowed Psaltery
             "Aura Lea" (AKA "Love Me Tender") - "Aura Lea" is an old Civil War era song "Love Me Tender". Join me as we learn to play this sentimental tune. 
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3J Bowed Psaltery
              "On Wings of Songs" by Felix Mendelssohn - The enchanting "On Wings of Song" by Felix Mendelssohn is quite beautiful on the bowed psaltery. Join me as we learn to play this lovely classical piece. 
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5J Bowed Psaltery
"Hornpipe from Abdelazer" (Intermediate: A Double Bow Class) - "Hornpipe from Abdelazer" is a 17th century English tune by Henry Percel (1659-1695) featured in the Lady Gresham's ball scene from the Jane Austin film “Becoming Jane” as well as other period films. A lovely, bowed psaltery piece: we'll learn trills and glissandos as we master "Hornpipe from Abdelazer".
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Mountain Dulcimer Noter Style. "The Traditional Significance of Noter Style".-Who were the people that left the coastal towns of the colonies and went into the depths of the Appalachian Mountains to settle there and develop the Appalachian Mountain Dulcimer? Hear the reason the noter/drone style was so dear to their hearts as we slide the noter across the frets for that lovely iconic twang from note to note. 
Ann Nebraski 
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6N Singing
Songs of the Underground Railroad - Sing the songs that the slaves sang. Discover the hidden clues that led the slaves to freedom.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10N Music Theory
              What does "Every Good Boy Does Fine" and FACE mean? - And what is a quarter note, half note, and whole note? Bring your instrument and we will learn to play simple songs while reading music notation.



Steve Seifert
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              Chord Shapes and Arpeggios - After a brief review of the main three chord shapes, I'll show you arpeggios I use for warming up AND for adding my own licks to tunes. I'll bring some barebones versions of tunes to practice. The goal is to bring new life to whatever you want to play. Arpeggios show you the best notes to rely on. 
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
             David Schnaufer's "The Way You Move Air" - Learn this beautiful, slow and jazzy composition by dulcimer master David Schnaufer. I've finally transcribed this fingerpicking classic note-for-note, including some fantastic chords. We'll play the tune in both the lower and upper octaves. I still remember playing this with David, and I'll be sharing with you a good bit of his innovative techniques. 
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Playable Versions of Fancy Jam Tunes - There's a bunch of common jam tunes that are just a little bit harder to pull off at faster tempos. Learn tried and true ways old-time musicians play simpler versions of harder tunes that allow everyone to jam and grow together. I'll bring a bunch of these tunes and give you a sneak peek towards one day making them fancier. 
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7N Chromatic Mountain Dulcimer
Intro to Chromatic Mountain Dulcimer - Bring a chromatically fretted mountain dulcimer tuned DAD if you have one. If you don't, you're welcome to come anyway. I'm going to start by taking you on a little tour of what's possible with these extra frets. Next, for those with these instruments, I'll show you some exercises and a cool tune or two.
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8F Mountain Dulcimer Advanced
              My Approach to Flat - Picking Standards-I'm bringing a bunch of common flat-picking tunes that work really well across the strings. My style isn't just picking single strings. I'll show you how to work in strums to make things more fun and playable. We'll work on flat-picking techniques, too.



Steve Seifert cont.
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Old-Time Fiddle Tunes I've Been Loving Lately - These tunes have been turning up in jams more and more over the last few years. You need some new ones, and I'm sure some of these will scratch your itch. Bring a capo. While this is mostly a repertoire class, expect a good bit of advice on how to improve your technique.
Ruth Smith
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice 
             The Key to Your Dulcimer! - This simple chord of the key to unlocking the layout of the hammered dulcimer so, if you don't fully understand the layout, this class is a great way to start your weekend. With this "magic chord" you can find all major and minor chords on your instrument, and it's a great tool to assist in finding the names of the notes quickly and easily. We'll also go in depth with other ways to help you find your notes and understand the layout better.
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
             A Fun Celtic Medley! - Sometimes Celtic tunes are quite short and putting them in a medley is a great way to make a nice set of tunes. You'll learn the two tunes "The Wind That Shakes the Barley" and "The Flowers of Edinburgh" which make a really fun-to-play medley. 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
              Beautiful Music - "Mrs. Jamieson's Favorite" - Sure to become one of your favorites too, this beautiful Celtic tune will be a fresh addition to your repertoire. Listen here: https://steveand ruth.com/a-good-life cd-or-download; cut 6. 
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
Celtic Music for Fun! - Everyone needs a little Celtic music in their repertoire, so let's learn two of the favorites that are often played in jam sessions so you can jump in and have fun!
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advance
              Filling Spaces in Melodies- "Barbry Allen" (AKA "Lamb of God") - What to do with all those gaps on melodies?! A lush sounding arrangement of this very simple melody will help you learn elegant techniques to fill those open space in this and other tunes. Listen here: https://steveand ruth.com/he-lead-me cd-or-download; cut 2.
Ruth Smith cont.
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              It's All About Those Shapes! - "The Glasgow Reel" - Here's a great addition to your repertoire! While learning this really fun-to-play Celtic tune, you'll better understand and appreciate the brilliant layout of the hammered dulcimer and how it practically teaches you how to play it! 
Steve Smith 
Friday4:15-5:15 Session 5N Songwriting
              Turn Your Ideas Into Great Lyrics and Melodies.-Learn how to create a well-crafted song, both lyrics and music. See how to build your writing from idea to a well-structured song. Also, learn to rewrite until it all it can and should be. Hone your skills with examples, tips, and exercises. 
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8N Guitar
Guitar from Scratch-Learn the basics of proper left and righthand placement, begin forming chords, coordination, muscle memory, hand strength, strumming patterns, chords, and chord progression.
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9N Guitar
              Enrich Your Guitar Playing with Leading Runs & Arpeggiated Chording. -Sweeten your guitar chord progressions to use in runs & solos to create a fuller moving sound rather than just strumming.
Rick Thum
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
              "Jamming and Chord Playing" - This class will teach you to be able to survive a jam session by playing chords to songs you never played before. You will learn how we narrow down the selection of chords we are choosing from, how to best play them and how to change them. Lots of hands on playing in a jamming environment. Fun and learning at the same time! 




Rick Thum cont.
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2G Hammered Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
             The First Hammered Class - Making your dulcimer easy to understand and play. You will learn the basics needed to start playing your dulcimer. You do not need to read music, I will show you the tricks to make learning a song easier and your first embellishments. You will understand how your instrument works and will be able to make it sound like what made you want to play it. Come get started!  
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
"The Secret to Great Expression". - You will learn the secret to making your music have more expression, more feeling. We will experience and play several examples of this technique. Lots of hands on playing. You will take home several drills to help make your music become more exquisite. This should be a fun and enlightening class. See you there!
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
              "Powerful Setlist Design" - Why are some performances more powerful than others? Can the order of the songs really make a difference and if so, why? This is a fun class with a lot of input and discussion from the students. You will experience the results of the techniques being taught. Even if you do not have plans to perform, this class will help you enjoy what you play more fully.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10H Hammered Dulcimer Intermediate/Advanced
              "Harmonies and Drones Made Easy" - Thirds make great harmonies until they don't work. Find out why and how to make them work. Drones create that definitive hammered dulcimer sound. Playing harmonies with drones will make your playing sound magical. This is a fun class with lots of playing. We will go way beyond the simple drone. You will use "Ode to Joy" to try out your new skills. Come have fun learning!
Susan Trump
Friday 1:00-2:15 Session 3B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
             Appalachian Songs and the History of Our Music - The dulcimer originated in the Appalachian Mountains. There are beautiful, simple songs, to take you back to those early times. And they sound perfect on the dulcimer. DAD tuning.

Susan Trump cont.
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4E Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
              Introduction to "Bluegrassy" - Fingerpicking for Dulcimer or Banjammer. Apply the "bum-ditty" rhythm to a few simple fingerpicking patterns, to basic patterns and then apply them to sweet, slow tune or hymn for an early country sound. If time allows, we'll try it with a fiddle tune. It's fun, you might get hooked! DAD tuning. 
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              Front Porch Strumming and More! - We'll work on developing a good right-hand strum, learn how to strum direction can help you with counting and rhythms and explore some basic ideas about chords and left-hand fingering. AND we'll learn some really fun tunes for your repertoire. DAD tuning.
Saturday 10:15-11:30 Session 7D Mountain Dulcimer Intermediate
Medieval/Classical Music - Medieval dance tunes are played "straight" and then with little variations that are lovely and fun to play. We'll learn "Wolsey's Wilds" from the 1500's and then a more "modern" classical piece by Beethoven or Hayden. DAD tuning and maybe a capo.
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
              Dulcimer Styles - This workshop is designed to acquaint you with two different styles of music that are commonly played on the dulcimer: fiddle tune style and the more lyrical song style, like "Danny Boy". We'll start with a basic chord progression (and fingerings) then by changing your right-hand strumming pattern give it more rhythm to sound like a fiddle tune. We'll use the same chord progression, add a few extra melody notes to make it sound like a song, then we'll apply this by learning lovely old hymn. DAD tuning.
Mandy Tyner
Friday 8:45-10:00 Session 1A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              Start with LOTS of Playing - In this class you will learn the basics, but the FOCUS will be on playing your instrument. This will be super fun, and we will go over MULTIPLE simple melody songs and learn a JAM standard "Boil Them Cabbage Down". (Tune up, hold the pick, strum, learn frets, all in the first minutes of class.) Tabs provided. DAD


Mandy Tyner cont.
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
             3 Things about Jane! - Little Liza Jane. First you will learn to play the melody, then the chords, and we will jam out together by the end of class. We'll go over fiddle tune generalities, and more. Time permitting, we will JAM with it! Tabe provided. DAD 
Friday 2:30-3:45 Session 4C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              DIATONIC DELIGHT - We will have a quick 10 minutes or less overview of our fretboard, then we will get right into playing songs! Learn the beautiful simplicity of the drone. As time allows, we will play "Boil Them Cabbage Down", "Will the Circle Be Unbroken", and "Oh My Darling Clementine"! Tabs provided. DAA 
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6B Mountain Dulcimer Novice
Hymns for Him - Come Thou Font. You will learn an easy 3/4-time strum pattern for this song and be playing the beautiful melody by the end of class. You will also learn the lovely Bm chord! Tabs provided. DAD
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8A Mountain Dulcimer Beginner
              Let's Get Wild! - We will learn the beautiful Carter Family song "The Wildwood Flower". You will learn the basic melody and we will have fun. Join me for this no pressure, fun class! Tabs provided. DAD
Tish Westman
Friday 10:15-11:30 Session 2C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
              Don't Fret About It! - Learn a few chords and how to change chords consistently and smoothly. We will also work on a few strumming techniques. 
Friday 4:15-5:15 Session 5C Mountain Dulcimer Beginner/Novice
             Let's Have a Slow Jam! - We will work on a few easy common jam tunes that you will be able to play today and be comfortable playing in a jam tonight! 
Saturday 8:45-10:00 Session 6K Autoharp
              New to Autoharp? - We will touch on tuning and holding your harp. Mostly we will work on how to play chords and strumming so you can play along in a jam. Nothing fancy, just the basics. Diatonic D Harp. 
Tish Westman cont.
Saturday 1:00-2:15 Session 8K Autoharp
Basic Strums for the Autoharp - You will need a thumb pick and 2 or 3 fingerpicks for this class to learn several practice skills to learn how to strum your autoharp. Diatonic D Harp.
Saturday 2:30-3:45 Session 9K Autoharp
              Listen for Chord Changes - You need to know what chord to play and when to play it, I will give you some suggestions for how to listen for those changes. Diatonic D harp.
Saturday 4:15-5:15 Session 10K Autoharp
              Where to Find Notes on the Autoharp - Let's find some notes out of the chords and when to play them. Which fingers to use to create smooth playing styles. Diatonic D harp.

